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Overview


Clock Band is an add-in for the Windows shell.  It only works on systems with IE 4.0 (or greater) installed with the Web Integrated Desktop.  Once installed, you can right-click on the TaskBar and choose Clock Band from the Toolbars menu.





Installation


Since this is a freeware utility I wrote for my own use, I didn't bother with making an installation program.  However, it is just a single COM object in a DLL, so all you have to do it register it with RegSvr32.  The easiest way to do this is to go to a command prompt or the Windows Run dialog and type something similar to:





<WindowsSystemDirectory>\RegSvr32 <FullPath>\ClockBand.dll





For example, if your Windows directory is C:\Windows and you've copied the ClockBand.dll file to the C:\CoolApps directory, you would type:





C:\Windows\System\RegSvr32 C:\CoolApps\ClockBand.dll





After this, just reboot and Clock Band should appear in the TaskBar's Toolbars menu.  When you turn it on, it will take up most of the space on the TaskBar.  You'll probably want to resize it to take up as little space as possible on your TaskBar.





Uninstallation


Uninstalling Clock Band is almost exactly like installing it.  The only difference is that you have to use the '/u' parameter with RegSvr32 to unregister.  So using our example paths from above you'd type:





C:\Windows\System\RegSvr32 /u C:\CoolApps\ClockBand.dll





After you unregister the DLL, close the Clock Band on the TaskBar, and reboot, you can delete the ClockBand.dll file.





Options


Right-clicking on Clock Band presents you with a "Clock Band Options..." menu item.  Selecting it displays a dialog where you can configure the date and time formatting.  All the possible codes are listed on the dialog, so I won't duplicate them here.  





Astute programmers will recognize the codes as being from the C function 'strftime'.  I'm sure I could have come up with a more user-friendly way of presenting and entering these codes, but this was quick, easy, and very flexible.





Miscellaneous


I wrote Clock Band in about 1.5 days over the Halloween weekend in '98.  I did it to satisfy two long standing urges: (1) to be able to configure the format of the TaskBar clock and (2) to learn more about the Windows Shell Interfaces.  I think it satisfied both urges pretty well.  If you like it, hate it, have suggestions, etc., please let me know.





As with all my utilities, the source code for Clock Band is freely available.  If it's not on my web site (because I'm limited to 5MB of space), just ask me for it.





Disclaimer


This software is provided as is without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied.  The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the program is with you.  Should the program prove defective, you assume the cost of all necessary servicing, repair, or correction.  In no event shall the author, copyright holder, or any other party who may redistribute the software be liable to you for damages, including any general, special, incidental, or consequential damages arising out of the use or inability to use the program (including, but not limited to, loss of data, data being rendered inaccurate, loss of business profits, loss of business information, business interruptions, loss sustained by you or third parties, or a failure of the program to operate with any other programs), even if the author, copyright holder, or other party has been advised of the possibility of such damages.








